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iscover how Al Qaeda transformed 34T SN

terrorism into a powerful global brand with far Tyl
reaching franchises across the Middle East and : ®
Africa. Read the full analysis on their enduring - "'

influence and strategy.



https://pwkinternational.com/2021/08/30/the-business-of-jihad-al-qaedas-global-brand-of-affiliates/
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The Rise

of the Super
Empowered
Non-State
Actors

During a recent presentation at a "Mad
Scientists" gathering hosted by the US
Army, attention was drawn to the looming
menace posed by Super Empowered
Individuals (SEIs) during the Visualizing
Multi Domain Battle 2030- 2050

Conference at Georgetown University.

Within this discourse, the Army
underscored algorithmic warfare and the
specter of bio-chemical assaults as
paramount threats confronting our
national security amidst a myriad of
potential attack vectors accessible to both
state and non-state actors. By the year
2040, the pervasive influence of machine
learning is anticipated to revolutionize
global economies, fundamentally reshaping
labor dynamics—a pivotal factor with
profound implications for global stability.

Characteristics inherent to super
empowered individuals encompass
heightened connectivity, enabling them to
transcend geographical confines, alongside
access to potent yet affordable commercial
technologies. This accessibility renders
them elusive entities, challenging
conventional methods of traceability and
attribution.
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Unbound by nation-state norms, ethical
frameworks, or international legal
statutes, these individuals harbor diverse
motivations ranging from and pecuniary.
The actions of super empowered
individuals often defy predictability,
deviating from the rational

behavior typically associated with
traditional actors. Engaging in multi-
domain battles with such entities raises
novel ethical and legal quandaries.

Questions arise regarding the
delineation of acts of war in a landscape
where human organization transcends
national boundaries. Furthermore,
identifying algorithms as adversaries or
allies poses an intricate conundrum.
Ambiguity shrouds whether an attack by
a super empowered individual against
individuals or entities warrants law
enforcement intervention or Pentagon
involvement, exacerbating the
complexity of the issue. Similarly, the
release of tailored viruses prompts
speculation over whether such actions
constitute acts of war, hate crimes, or fall
under different classifications altogether.

WHAT ARE THE
BOUNDARIES
ASSOCIATED

WITH CONFLICT
BETWEEN NATION
STATES AND

SUPER EMPOWERED
INDIVIDUALS?
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Experts concur that SEI-driven threats are
poised to become increasingly prevalent
with the proliferation of advanced and
disruptive technologies. The arsenal of these
individuals encompasses a spectrum of tools,
from powerful 5G smartphones doubling as
multi-spectral sensors to commercial

UAVs repurposed as precision- guided

kamikaze munitions.

Moreover, the weaponization of high-
powered computers with malware poses a
grave threat. Information warfare and
psychological manipulation through social
media platforms have not only influenced
policy but also disrupted societal norms,
escalating global security concerns.

Simultaneously, Distributed Denial of
Service (DDoS) attacks have debilitated
both businesses and governmental
institutions at various echelons. The advent

of advanced cyber capabilities, coupled with
the widespread availability of lethal
technologies and associated tactics, affords
super empowered individuals the capacity to
disrupt, degrade, and deny multiple
domains—be they social, commercial, or
military—at will.
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The ascendancy of super empowered
individuals, capable of delivering effects
previously only within the realm of state actors,
engenders critical inquiries concerning the
definition of acts of war: What delineates
conflict between states and super empowered
individuals? How does the military address
surveilling, targeting, and engaging super
empowered individuals outside of current
counterterrorism policy, regulations, and
doctrine?

The potential of super empowered

individuals to wield substantial influence in
shaping the future is undeniable. Consequently,
the Pentagon must delineate a clear strategy to
address and neutralize this burgeoning threat.

It is both human nature and plausible that
super empowered individuals have already
coalesced into organized groups, pooling their
respective capabilities and interests to pursue
power, control, and financial gain while
advancing collective ambitions.

ABOUT
IMAGES

George Soros is a Hungarian-
American billionaire hedge fund
manager and philanthropist and
is known as “The Man Who
Broke the Bank of England” as a
result of his short sale of US$10
billion worth of pounds sterling,
which made him a profit of $1
billion, during the 1992 Black
Wednesday UK currency crisis.

Viktor Anatolyevich Bout is a
Tajik-born Russian arms dealer
who used his multiple companies
to smuggle arms from Eastern
Europe to Africa and the Middle
East. His story was famously
fictionalized in the Nicholas Cage
Movie Lord of War.




CONSPIRACY THEORY 2050 VoL Oo1 | NO o1

TRILOGY

Industrial Espionage
Intense Violence
Narcotics Trafficking
Money Laundering
Influence Campaigns

ESRB CONTENT RATING

€ hina’s Ministry of State Security is no longer an ocean away.
It has quietly infiltrated into America’s high deserts — the vast,
remote expanses of New Mexico, Nevada and Arizona — where
the nation’s most advanced science, weaponry, and space
systems are born.

From the high-security corridors of Sandia and Los Alamos
National Laboratories to the desert test ranges of White Sands
and the orbit-tracking arrays of Kirtland Air Force Base in
Albuquerque, this is ground zero for the next chapter of great-
power competition in the sciences.
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China in New England —
Where learning meets leverage.

China in New Mexico —
Where America tests tomorrow.

China in Silicon Valley —
The spy game has gone venture
capital.



https://pwkinternational.com/2025/11/09/china-in-silicon-valley/
https://pwkinternational.com/2025/10/17/china-in-new-england/
https://pwkinternational.com/2025/10/28/china-in-new-mexico/
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Journeyman
Jihadism

At 1300 EST today, four members
of a splinter terrorist organization
activated a US-based cell to carry
out an attack on the nation’s capitol
using an RDD or a “dirty bomb”.
They chose cesium-137 because of
its availability, high radioactivity,
high dispersibility, and the difficult
nature of clean up and remediation.
Their goal was a highly visible
attack creating death to the
maximum extent possible, as well
as inciting fear, social, and
economic disruption.

Using a rented panel truck, the
terrorists detonated a 3,000 pound
bomb containing 2300 curies of
cesium in the downtown
government district near the
Ronald Reagan Center. The
explosion collapsed the front of the
building and caused severe damage
to three others.

Windows were blown out of five

other buildings.

Washington DC

Amid the destruction, cesium
contamination now covers the scene
and the contaminated detonation
aerosol was lifted over 100 feet into
the air. Foot and vehicular traffic
after detonation have re-suspended
and transferred contamination for
more than five hours — now
contributing to contamination
spread beyond the 36 square block

primary zone.
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People who were initially in the primary zone Media vehicles have
escaped in the first few minutes using the metro converged onto the scene
and are now taking contamination home with and are attempting to
them in their hair and clothing. Small fires from initiate standoff
ruptured gas utility lines are burning in the broadcast coverage of the
vicinity of the blast. attack from a still
undefined and growing
Unstable building facades, rubble, and broken perimeter around the
glass now create physical hazards for rescue contamination zone . ..

workers. Small amounts of lead and asbestos are
present in the air and on surfaces. Human
remains are presenting a signiﬁcant radioactive
biohazard. National Guard CBRN and FEMA
groups are attempting to contain the situation
but are struggling with the coordination of
tederal and local first responder teams and assets.

Cellular telephone service has completely
collapsed and radio frequencies appear to be
jammed due to electromagnetic pulse
interference effects believed to be connected to
the detonation. In what is undoubtedly a
coordinated effort, Botnets have also unleashed a
massive intrusion on the capitol regions virtual
infrastructure crashing the servers of several
tederal agencies and will effectively close down

the electrical power grid in a matter of hours.
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TO HIDE

The Al Revolution in surveillance &
targeting sensors.

In a rapidly evolving and ever accelerating
world, where technology seems to
advance at the speed of light, one field has
seen remarkable progress — the
development of targeting technologies
and surveillance sensors using artificial
intelligence and the release of numerous
large language models and generative Al
tools.

Al-powered surveillance systems can
predict potential security threats by
analyzing historical data. For example,
they can identify patterns of criminal
behavior, helping law enforcement
allocate resources more effectively and
prevent crimes before they occur.
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SELECTIVE TRACK

1. Analyst selects moving object
of interest on full motion video
(FMV) and applies a label.

Object Presence
Temporal Analysis

2. The geolocation of the object
is automatically logged on
analyst mapping tools ARES /
Google Earth / ARC.

As we navigate this brave new
world of Al-driven surveillance,
it promises to better inform how
to deliver the right war winning
capabilities, when and where
needed.
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https://pwkinternational.com/2025/08/31/no-where-to-hide-the-ai-revolution-in-surveillance-targeting-sensors/
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In our rapidly evolving world filled
with geopolitical conflicts, terrorist
attacks, human trafficking, arms
smuggling, brazen assassinations’
and worse . .. border security
technology has begun to radically
transform how borders are
managed and monitored in real-
time.

Technology is reshaping the role
of human agents, turning them
into operators of complex digital
systems rather than just frontline
enforcers.



https://pwkinternational.com/2024/12/09/smart-borders-how-technology-is-tracking-you/
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W e help clients craft winning

strategies, accelerate innovation, and
make bold, data-driven decisions that
create lasting value.

Our work blends defense insight,
emerging technology expertise, and
precision-grade advisory support.

Core NAICS-Aligned Services

541611 - Management Consulting

* Organizational + strategy transformation
* Federal acquisition advisory

* Risk analysis + mitigation frameworks

* Business development strategy

* Market intelligence (defense + emerging tech)
541613 — Marketing Consulting

* Executive messaging

+ Strategic communications

+ Competitive positioning

* Thought-leadership content

+ Go-to-market for gov/defense tech

541618 — Other Management Consulting
* Innovation + R&D portfolio support

+ Technology scouting

* Organizational readiness assessments

+ Advisory for primes, startups, integrators
541990 - Specialized Technical Services
* Intelligence-aligned advisory

* Geopolitical risk analysis

* Sensitive concept development

+ Cross-border tech + security issues
561410 — Document Preparation

e Strategy briefs, whitepapers, and
executive reports

611430 - Professional Training

e BD training + executive education



https://pwkinternational.com/corporate-strategy/
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Financial & Investment
* Hedge Funds

* Venture Capital

* Portfolio Manager

* Financial Analysts

* Investment Bankers
* Risk Management

* Entrepreneurs

Legal & Professional

* Law Firms

* General Counsel

* Chief Legal Officer

* Chief Compliance Officer
* Expert Witnesses

* Litigation Support Teams

Business & Corporate

* Startups in Technology & Innovation
* Private Corporations

* Business Development Teams

* Proposal & Capture Managers

* Market & Opportunity Assessment Managers

* Go-to-market and Marketing Strategy

Operations & Risk

* Chief Risk Officer (CRO)

* Chief Security Officer (CSO)

* Chief Operating Officer (COO)

* Head of Supply Chain / Logistics

Technology & Innovation

* Chief Technology Officer (CTO)
* Chief Innovation Officer (CINO)
* Chief Digital Officer (CDO)

* Chief Information Officer (CIO)
* Chief Data Officer (CDO)

* Chief Al Officer (CAIO)

Strategy & Growth

* Chief Strategy Officer (CSO)

* Chief Transformation Officer

* Chief Growth Officer (CGO)

* Head of Business Development
* VP of Strategy

Government & Diplomacy

* Foreign Governments

* Embassies

* Ambassadors

* Deputy Chief of Mission

* Defense Attachés

* Security Assistance (SAPM)

* Contracting & Procurement Officer
* Foreign Military Sales

* NATO & US Allies

Non-Governmental Organizations
* Non-Profit Organizations

* Ocean Research

* Humanitarian Aid Organizations
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Conspiracy Theory 2050 is published
by PWK International, a global
technology and strategic consulting
firm specializing in technology,
innovation, geopolitics and the
business of government.

Leveraging decades of experience
across the Federal Agency ecosystem,
PWK International helps clients
navigate the intersection of commercial
technology, venture-backed innovation,
and traditional government programs.

The firm’s expertise spans software-
driven autonomy, Al-enabled decision
systems, unmanned platforms, and
advanced sensor networks, offering

: . . Copyright 2026
actionable insights to organizations PWK T at -
seeking to accelerate capability delivery All righr'zserrerlj:rlx?er:ia :

in a rapidly evolving operational

environment. Editor in Chief: j
David E. Tashji

INTERNATIONAL



https://pwkinternational.com/influence/
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